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Createspace, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 198 x 129 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.AMONG those races of man which have made the least progress in
civilization we find that the men of a group or community are in the habit of procuring wives by seizing and
carrying off the women of other groups or communities. It is the practice, for instance, among the Fuegians,
the Australians, the tribes of the Amazon, some of the aborigines of the Deccan, several of the Malay peoples of
the Indian Archipelago, many African tribes, and other peoples too numerous to be here given in detail. Shortly
summarized, it may be said that the practice is caused by the scarcity of women, which results from female
infanticide, which in its turn is due to the struggle for existence, necessarily hard among savage races who trust
wholly to the chase and the spontaneous fruits of the earth for their supply of food. Wherever man lives under
such precarious conditions each extra mouth to fill becomes a matter for serious consideration, and as male
infants, future hunters and braves, are of more value to the group than female, the latter are slain in a larger
proportion. As man emerges from these conditions and cultivates the soil or domesticates animals, the struggle
for existence becomes less hard, infanticide diminishes, and the sexes become more equally balanced. But the
former condition lasts long. It is probably within the mark to say that several centuries passed away before
man commenced to till the soil, and many more before he began to domesticate animals; and during the whole
of this time, to judge the past by the present, he probably obtained wives by capture from his neighbors.
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