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history s most famous philosophers, Confucius was in many respects an unremarkable man, and even his
physical features were said to be unattractive. There is little evidence that he thought of himself as a harbinger
of any kind, but shortly after his death, writings, sayings, and theories based on his life and ideas spread
throughout China and even took hold of the imperial court of one of the most powerful and important
dynasties, the Han (206 BCE-220 CE). It was during the Han Dynasty that Confucianism became closely tied to
state affairs, and it...
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