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.odours, and shining with bright waters, it lies like an oasis in
the heart of dreary wastes, the barren monotony of which is
varied only on the east by the shattered marbles and ruined
temples of Tadmor and Palmyra. No rival, indeed, to the
Earthly Paradise which has so often fired PALESTINE. 135 the
imagination of the Oriental poet is to be found along the
eastern side of the mountains, because they give forth no other
stream comparable to the Barada in. copiousness; but a
certain amount of land has been recovered from the desert,
where the corn-crops are sufficient to recompense the toil of
cultivation, and olive-groves are abundant. Drear and naked is
the appearance of the country as we approach Palestine;
though some of the mountains--as Carmel, Bashan, and
Tabor--are richly wooded, and many of the valleys are green
spots in the wilderness. Particularly...
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