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Oxide This little treatise was written to fulfill a promise made in an advertisement in the Dental Cosmos, to give
gratuitous information on the subject of Nitrous Oxide to those who applied. It had been my custom to write
out the important details of the manufacture and use of the gas to such of my patrons as made inquiries. But
the advertisement alluded to brought such a shower of letters, that it was utterly impossible to answer them in
writing. | would prefer to have made a larger volume, and given the full history of anaesthesia; but that would
have involved too great an expense for a gratuitous work, and occupied too much time in its preparation, to
meet the present urgent demand. There can be no doubt that Nitrous Oxide will supersede all the other
anaesthetic agents in a very brief period; and, if no other hand takes up the needed task, | hope, at some future
day, to offer a better volume on the subject. | have not space to do justice to Dr. G. Q. Colton, and can only
return the poor recompense of gratitude for his generous assistance in affording me information on many of
the topics of the following pages. Although he never claimed the discovery of anesthesia, | believe that but for
him it would have remained unknown to this day. The names of Wells and Colton must ever be associated in the
history of one of the greatest blessings that science has conferred on humanity. Drs. Paddock and Slocum, of
the Colton Dental Association, have made valuable suggestions. The latter gentleman, being...
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