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illustrated. 1908 edition. Excerpt: . . . CHAPTER IV HOME SERVICE Return to England aBer six years absence--
Chatham 1861--International Exhibition 1862--Aldershot 1863-Canada and the States 1864--Adjutant and
Brigade-Major B. E. --Prince Arthur--Plymouth 1869--The Pontoon troop. Before leaving Kong Kong I had
rejoined my old company (the 23rd), the three oGicers ordered to go home with it being Graham (a Brevet
Lieut. -Colonel), Pritchard and myself (subalterns). The ship we voyaged in was the Adelaide, a four-master, with
auxiliary steam power. Her steam power was certainly very auxiliary; moreover her owners were paid by the
day, and it took her a long time to convey us to the shores of England. It was not until May 22, or four months
aBer our start, that we steamed into Portsmouth harbour. Our voyage, though hideously slow, as it seemed to
us, who were eager to get home, was not an uneventful one. We put into Singapore and Anjer, were driven by
the edge of a hurricane to the Mauritius, stopped for some time at Simons Bay and Cape Town, and had to put
in for coal at St. Vincent and Vigo Bay on the coast of Spain. There were oGicers of all branches of the Service
on board, but only eight subalterns for the duties of orderly oGicer and watch on deck. What are called
combatant oGicers perform those duties. The others lounged about and did nothing, but at the same time were
very tenacious of their relative rank, when it came to a...
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