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Officer to Board of Administrators, on Plan of Organization of Tulane University: June 4th, 1883 Gentlemen - At
your request, | did myself the honor, on a former occasion, to define what | conceived to be the genera policy of
your Board in carrying out the important trust imposed upon it by the terms of Mr. Tulane s donation. This
policy | understand to be the line of action adopted by the Board. As it was considered best, in view of the
indeterminate condition of our funds and prospects, to await events, | have availed myself of the interval to
formulate my ideas on the foundation of a great University in New Orleans, to which end all our efforts should
tend, together with such practical suggestions as look to an early employment of our available means in
carrying out Mr. Tulane s intentions. | have now to ask your patient consideration of what must necessarily be a
somewhat extended discussion of the matters before you for settlement. It is due to you and due to myself to
say that, though my experience sis a practical educator has been long and varied, and | have given close
personal attention to matters of university organization, my opportunities for observation have been
somewhat circumscribed. Indeed, | may say that there is no absolutely thorough preparation for such a place
as that to which you have called me until after the appointment is made. Previous preparation would be merely
dilettante in such case, and evince unfitness, rather than fitness, for its actual work. In such a problem as that
before us, the...
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