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Wipf Stock Publishers, United States, 2010. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 226 x 150 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Description: This study puts the thought of Evagrius Ponticus, a
fourth-century theologian, into dialogue with modern cognitive science in regard to the topic of evil, specifically
moral evil. Evagrius, in his writings about prayer and the ascetic life, addressed the struggle with personal
moral evil in terms of the eight thoughts or demons. These thoughts were transmitted by John Cassian to the
Western church, and later recast by Gregory the Great as the Seven Deadly Sins. Though present
understandings of evil appear to differ greatly from those of Evagrius, his wisdom concerning the battle
against evil may prove to be of great help even today. Using the work of Pierre Hadot to recover Evagrius s
context, and the work of Paul Ricoeur to discuss how we construct descriptions and myths of evil, Evagrius is
brought into dialogue with the cognitive sciences. Using current research, especially the work of Eugene d Aquili
and Andrew Newberg, this study reveals the contemporary relevance of Evagrius approach to combating evil.
In addition, the interdisciplinary study of patristics and cognitive science opens the pathway to a better
understanding between Christian tradition and the modern sciences. Endorsements: Recent years have seen a
resurgence in studies of Evagrius of Pontus bringing his work into a new relevance to today s world. This book
by Dr. Tsakiridis examines the work of Evagrius and focuses on a perspective not well-covered in the literature-
Evagrius importance to science especially the cognitive sciences. The book is insightful and represents an
important new contribution to studies of Evagrius work and to the science and religion discussion as a whole. --
Gayle E. Woloschak The Feinberg School, Northwestern University Few writers...
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