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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1909 edition. Excerpt: . VI INCREASED PERSECUTION UNDER IEYASU 1598-1616
HIDEYOSHI, shortly before his death, had ap- y pointed a board of five Regents, with Tokugawa Ieyasu at their
head. Under their direction was another board of five Ministers. To these last was committed the care of
Hideyoshi s son, Hideyori, who was then six years old. Ieyasu, who was born in 1542, had served under both
Nobunaga and Hideyoshi. His original territories had been in the provinces of Mikawa and Totomi; but in the re-
distribution of fiefs made by Hideyoshi he had been transferred to the provinces lying about the Bay of Yedo. He
made Yedo his capital, building there a castle that became the centre of the great city that quickly grew up
around it. One of the first acts of the new government was to recall the army from Korea. This brought back to
Japan some of the men who were recognised leaders among the Christians. The missionaries saw many
reasons for believing that a new era of prosperity was about to dawn. Ieyasu s desire for foreign trade made
him ready to favour Christianity, or at least to shut his eyes to the fact that the edict of Hideyoshi, though
unrepealed, was not being enforced. The daimyos were allowed to treat the Christians in their own territories as
they thought best. Jerome de Jesus, the Franciscan that had escaped from prison, was arrested in December,
1598, and brought before Ieyasu, who, after hearing...
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