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indexed. Not illustrated. 1909 Excerpt: .1.0, and sometimes as low as 0.5. Urwick, in 33 cases of pulmonary
tuberculosis in all stages, found the index below 1.0 in some cases, as high as 2.6 in others, and in one the index
was 1.0. As can be seen by these very few references, the opsonic index varies a great deal according to the type
of the disease under observation, whether it be a case of lupus or instances of pulmonary involvement. Then,
again, it is noticed that the index is changed at different hours of the day, and also according to whether the
patient be bed-fast or able to get about and take some light exercise. Another variable index (though the
normal is regarded as 1.0) is the one usually noticed in diseases of the eyeball, in which cases the index is
usually above 1.0, as 1.3 and 1.5. Allen explains this on the ground that the circulation of the eyeball is so poor
and the infection so localized that the very minute doses of toxin are absorbed and act exactly like repeated
injections of small doses of tuberculin--so small that the protective mechanism of the body is not exhausted.
Allen summarizes the indices as follows in pulmonary phthisis: above 1.0 in slight early cases; variable in acute
cases; below 1.0 in chronic cases. It is obvious that in the matter of diagnosis of tuberculosis no reliance can be
placed upon a single determination. At least several indices should be obtained and...
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